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TURN A PERFECT

EGG

Photo 5 - Defining the ends of the egg with a
parting tool.

A great project to develop spindle turning skills.
Walt Wager

W

e all know what an
egg looks like, don't
we? So it should be
a simple task to turn
a wooden egg on our lathe. Well,
maybe not as simple as it sounds,
but it is a great project to develop
spindle turning skills, so let's get
started.

Photo 6 - Roughing to round and final
diameter with a spindle roughing gouge.

Photo 2 - Maple blank 1 3/4 x 1 3/4 x 5”

Photo 7 - Redrawing the location of the
largest diameter.

Photo 3 - Homemade gauge for checking tenon size
Photo 1 - Egg diagram

What are the dimensions of a
standard large AAA egg? Well, I
measured a supermarket egg and I
got 2.2" X 1.7". The largest diameter
is 1" from the blunt end, and 1.2"
from the more pointy end (Photo
1). I was actually surprised that the
largest diameter is as close to the
center as it is.

Photo 4 - Blank secured in scroll chuck with egg
dimensions
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Begin with a 1 3/4" x 1 3/4" x 5"
blank, and put a tenon on one end for
holding the blank in a scroll chuck
(Photo 2). I use a homemade gauge
to check the size of the tenon (Photo
3). As a right-handed turner, I usually
turn with the blunt end of the egg
to my right; this maximizes my tool
control. Draw two lines on the blank
marking the length of the egg, and
then draw a third line at the egg's
largest diameter (Photo 4). It will be
only slightly closer to one end than
to the other. Define the ends of the
egg with a parting tool (Photo 5),
cutting about 1/2" into the blank.
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PROJECTS
Rough the blank to round using a
spindle roughing gouge. Of course
your pencil marks will be gone but the
ends of the egg will still be defined
and you can redraw the line marking
the largest diameter (Photo 6, 7).

Photo 12 - End the cut with the flute in the 3
o’clock position (closed flute).

Photo 8 - Remove extra wood on blunt side of the
blank.

Photo 9 - Cutting from the diameter line to
the blunt end of the egg.

Using a spindle gouge, begin to turn
the curve on the right side of the egg.
Start at the corner and “nibble” a bit
at a time. Begin with the flute open
and as you move it toward the right,
begin closing the flute and moving
the handle away from you in an arc.
It is a combination of closing the
flute and swinging the handle away
from you toward the right that
creates the curved surface on the
egg. Complete the blunt end of the
egg with a final cut that begins at
the slightly off-center line you have
drawn and ends at the far right. You
have actually turned part of a large
bead.

Photo 15 - Make a relief cut - cutting away
wood on the headstock side of the blank so
that you can get the spindle gouge around
the end of the egg.

Photo 16 - Finishing the cut on the pointy end.

Photo 17 - Cutting off the tailstock nib.

Photo 10 - Start the cut with the bevel on the
wood and the flute in the 1 o’clock position
(open flute).

Photo 11 - Rotate the flute as you cut the
curve, like cutting a large bead.

Photo 13 - Starting on the pointy end.

Photo 14 - Shaping the pointy side.

American Association of Woodturners | woodturner.org

3

Repeat the process on the pointy end of
the egg, nibbling a bit at a time and ending
with a sweeping curve to the left. For
right-handed people, this side of the egg/
bead is often more difficult. Because the
motion of closing the flute and swinging
the handle toward the left is necessary to
complete a curve, your own body will be in
the way of completing this arc. You have
a few options: Stand to the left so your
body is not in the way of the cut; switch
the tool to your left hand to complete the
arc; use a skew which does not require your
moving; use a spindle gouge with a very
short handle. Do not part off the egg just
yet; leave about ¼". Then proceed with
sanding the entire piece.

P
Photo 19 - Sanding the blunt end.

Eggs can be smaller or larger than the
one I turned for this article, but the
process is still the same no matter
what the size. Turning an egg will
challenge you to cut down hill, keep
the bevel on the wood, and make
a continuous cut from left to right
and right to left. This egg project also
gives you spindle practice for several
shapes: half sphere, gentle curve and
a tapered point. Although eggs are
a bit challenging, the end result is
gratifying, and they make great gifts.
Give it a try; I know you can do it.

Photo 22 - Putting egg in Jam chuck.

Photo 20 - Cutting the egg from the blank
with a Japanese pull saw.

Photo 23 -Sanding the egg in a jam chuck.

Photo 21 - Jam Chuck

Photo 24 - Turned Eggs

To sand the blunt end, I start with
150 grit abrasive, then 220, 320, 400,
and finally, 600 grit (Photo 19). I use
a Japanese pull saw to remove the
egg from the headstock end (Photo
20), but I could part it off with a
thin parting tool. At this point you
could simply sand the unfinished
end with sandpaper. However, to get
a better surface, I put the egg into a
jam chuck to sand the pointy end
(Photo 21).

The jam chuck is hollowed so that
the egg fits into the opening almost
up to the largest diameter (Photo
22). The inside diameter of this jam
chuck is 1 ½" (Photo 23). Pushing
the egg into the jam chuck will
secure it for sanding. The finish
of your choice could be applied at
this time; however, I often choose
to enhance the eggs with dye,
marbling, or pyrography (Photo 24).
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